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FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 
“Spiritual Warfare” 

 

This is our fourth presentation on the subject of Spiritual Warfare which is a universal conflict between 
God and Satan; good and evil; between elect angels and fallen angels.  This time our discussion is evil 
angels, with Satan as their leader.  Satan, who is commonly known as the devil, is the antithesis or  
opposite of God.  He is not a little silly looking red being with a pitchfork, but rather the chief of evil spir-
its. 
 
Satan was created by God in eternity past as a holy angel named Lucifer.  He was the highest, the bright-
est, and the most beautiful of all the angels.  Because of his power, position, and beauty he became over-
ly proud and arrogant and attempted to overthrow God and take control of heaven (Isaiah 14:12-15; Eze-
kiel 28:12-15).  As a result he was removed from his heavenly position and cast down to the earth realm.  
He then became Satan, and is the adversary of both God and His creation. Scripture says that he is the 
ruler of the power of the air, in charge of the ways of this world, and working through unbelievers 
(Ephesians 2:1-3).  He gained power over God’s created earth by deceiving Adam and Eve, causing them 
to doubt and disobey God, thereby losing their right to rule the earth (Genesis 3:1-24).  Adam developed 
a sin nature that he passed on to all born after him that can only be changed by submitting to God 
(Psalms 51:5).  Satan works through our sin nature to attempt to thwart the plan of God for our lives (1 
Peter 5:8).  Other names for him include the tempter (1 Thessalonians 3:5), the evil or wicked one 
(Matthew 13:19), the accuser of the brethren (Revelation 12:10), the God of this age (2 Corinthians 4:4), 
the false angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14-15), and the great dragon/the serpent of old (Rev. 12:9). 
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From the desk of the Pastor cont’d... 

 
FROM THE DESK OF THE PASTOR 

“Spiritual Warfare” 
 

Satan commands a cadre of fallen angels commonly called demons, one-third of God’s created angels who joined him in his  
rebellion against God (Revelation 12:7-8).  They are Satan’s agents who seek to hinder God’s purpose and God’s people on earth.  
According to Ephesians 6:12, they are an organized force of evil who fight against believers using supernatural tactics.  They can 
possess non-believers, that is enter their literal bodies and control them.  Scriptural examples of this is found in the demon  
possessed man in the synagogue at Capernaum (Luke 4:31-35) and demoniac at Gadara (Mark 5:1-13).  Demons only respond to 
the power and command of Christ/God, who enables some humans to cast them out.  All believers are indwelt, or possessed, by 
the Holy Spirit and cannot be possessed by a demon (1 Corinthians 6:19; 1 John 4:4).  Although not possessed, believers can be 
oppressed as a result of not using the weapons for spiritual warfare provided by God (Ephesians 
6:10-18).  Using the world and the flesh demons distract believers, and using false teachers they 
distort the word of God.  They share a common fate with their leader Satan.  They will spend 
eternity in the lake of fire that was prepared by God for them.  There is no possibility of redemp-
tion (Matthew 25:41).  This applies to those roaming the earth, transversing the air, locked in 
dungeons (2 Peter 2:4), and bound in everlasting chains (Jude 6).  I’ve read the end of the holy 
book and we win against Satan and all of the fallen angels.  HALLELUJAH! 

In the Spotlight 

Minister Mollie Jelks 

“In The Spot Light” 
 

Mollie Jelks is a member of Emmanuel Community Church where she 

holds the positions of Associate Minister, Prayer Ministry Director, Small 

Group Study Leader and Caring and Encouragement Director.  She is a 

devoted prayer warrior and dedicated servant of the Lord.  

 

Mollie is the Owner and Director of the Tender Ones Day Care and  

Nursery in Inglewood, California that has been in operation for more than 

22 years.  She currently serves as mentor and spokesperson for the  

Children’s Bureau of Southern California.   Mollie resides in Inglewood, 

California and is the proud mother of three girls and three boys.   
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L.A.M.B.S. Zone  

 

Women’s Fellowship 

The women of Emmanuel 

had a successful annual 

kickoff meeting.  The 

meeting is hosted by the 

ECC Women’s Fellowship 

Planning Committee.  

The goal to prepare the 

ladies of  Emmanuel for 

a year of service in our 

Lord was met.  United 

and ready to serve, the 

calendar of events was 

reviewed while a      

glorious time in fellow-

ship took place. 

The L.A.M.B.S. Zone is excited to  

announce the assignment of our new 

Director, Ms. Rayshelle Richardson.  

Please join us in congratulating and 

thanking her for sharing  

her gift of service. 
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Richard Henry Holmes Stewardship Award “2017” 

Black History Month 

Yvonne Dunigan is the 2017  

recipient of the Richard Henry Holmes 

Stewardship Award. Yvonne is a  

outstanding wife,  

mother, and friend to many.  We love 

and appreciate her for her  

service to Emmanuel and the  

community.  Congratulations from 

the eNewsletter Team on your special 

recognition. 

Black history month presentations at Emmanuel  

Community Church are always full of surprises, but 

more importantly the presentations are educational 

and enlightening. This year, those in attendance on 

February 12th were blessed to witness a  

spectacular rendition of Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong 

by our very own Troy Goss. From the moment, Bro. 

Troy entered the Sanctuary, time and space  

appeared to be stopped and reversed itself to a 

backstage ballroom in the 1940's. Bro. Troy's  

mastery of Mr. Armstrong's cadence and subtle  

nuances allowed the audience to believe they were 

privileged to an intimate one on one interview a 

friend named "Satch." Bro. Troy shared details in 

the life of Louis Armstrong rarely exposed in usual, 

run of the mill depictions. This gave those in attendance the feeling they just received something special that 

only could come from "Pops" himself! Bro. Troy’s transformative performance was so impressive, the children 

in the L. A. M. B.S. Zone clamored to have their picture taken with Troy at its conclusion. This was truly an 

extraordinary moment for ECC! 

Troy Goss as Satchmo 
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Helena Jackson Recognized 

“And the winner is…”  This phrase 
was certainly not unfamiliar to  
HELENA JACKSON at the 88th  
Academy Awards. One of Emmanuel’s 
own Stars, Helena made history in 
2016 by being the First African 
American Woman to operate 1st 
Camera, the one that shoots the single 
close-ups of the winning actors once 
they are on stage with “Oscar” 
award in hand.  As the actors (male 
and female) give their acceptance 
speeches, the audience sees the  
person’s flawless make-up or slight 
blemishes, brilliant hair color and 
pristeen white teeth and can’t take 
their eyes off the screen or maybe 
forgets that there is a screen due to 

the impeccable artistry of lens manipulation by professional camera operators like Helena. 
 

In celebrating Black History Month, February, 2017, Emmanuel seized the opportunity to recognize 

a wonderful Christian African American Woman for her excellent work in the entertainment industry 

while maintaining an upstanding Christian witness.  Helena has a lauded resume that captures her 

full array of experience as a professional camera operator shooting talk shows (i.e., 

OPRAH:backstage at American Idol); variety and reality shows (i.e., Shark Tank season 1,5,6/

America’s Got Talent seasons 1-8/The 3rd BET Comedy Awards Pre-Show/35-39 NAACP Awards/

Steve Harvey’s Big Time); Sit-Coms such as The Nanny; Daytime such as Days of Our Lives; Game 

Shows such as Family Feud; Concerts and Concert Tours such as Musicares Entertainer of the year 

2013: Bruce Springsteen, Musicares Entertainer of the year 2011: Barbara Streisand/Eminem  

Anger Management Tour/Dr Dre, Snoop Dogg, Ice Cube, Eminem Up In Smoke and The Rolling 

Stones Steel Wheels World Tour. 
 

This is just a snapshot of Helena’s extensive entertainment experience. But the essence of her church 

recognizing and commending her was due to her remaining closely connected to her church by being 

physically present for worship, when not traveling; by sending financial support while away and by 

verbally and behaviorally honoring her God and church when away in the company of unbelievers. 

Emmanuel commended Helena by presenting her with a beautiful modest sized framed certificate 

for recognition of excellence along with a “goody bag” of gift cards. Helena, your church family  

applauds you! 
 

By Gwendolyn Holmes 
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The Financial Spin 

The Tax Corner 
John Lee, Tax Specialist 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge…” Hosea 4:6  

 

People often ask me, “Why did you get into taxes”; my instructors would ask, “Why are you so driven to learn all 
this?”  The answer to both questions was simply, I was tired of spending $400-$600 to get my tax returns filed while 
seemingly at the mercy of the preparer.  After dismissing my Certified Public Accountant, I discovered a preparer 
who was an Enrolled Agent (EA).  I had never heard of an EA and he explained EAs are America's Tax Experts.  EAs 
are the only federally licensed tax practitioners who specialize in taxation and have unlimited rights to represent 
taxpayers before the IRS.  Now the stage was set.  I found online courses and attended tax seminars, then a good 
friend referred me to Block Academy (sponsored by H&R Block).  My life changed. 

 

Initially, I was happy at the prospect of doing my own taxes but I soon realized over 90% of the population was like 
me – clueless.  I also discovered a large majority of the tax preparers lack the training to provide the most accurate 
outcome or to offer tax planning.  The more I learned, I saw God leading and directing me toward helping others.  
Hopefully, over these next few months, you will gain insight into this highly technical world and learn not only how to 
be anxiety free at tax time but also how to pay less taxes and make more money. 

 

Do not confuse Tax Law with areas as Criminal Law, Family Law, Contracts Law, etc.  Tax law is a legal area of 
study dealing with the constitutional, statutory, and regulatory rules that constitute the law applicable to taxation. 
The Tax Code is the elephant in the room and oftentimes, it is interpreted differently than you think.  The only way to 
eat this beast is – one bite at a time; so, let’s begin with the basics to lay a foundation, then slowly increase over the 
upcoming weeks into the different individual aspects as they apply to you. 

 

Filing Statuses 

• Single (S)  

• Head of Household (HOH) 

• Married Jointly (MJ) 

• Married Filing Separated (MFS) 

• Qualified Widow (QW) 

 

Seems pretty straight-forward, huh?  Well, not so fast, many who think they are single may be married.  Why 
wouldn’t they know?  If you are legally married and have not been declared legally divorced or separated by a 
court on the last day of the tax year, then you are married and not legally separated.  Just because you live apart 
for years does not make you separated.  Yet, you may be considered unmarried for tax purposes in order to claim 

Head of Household.  These are some of the little quirks you need to know. 

 

In my next article, we will discuss the different filing statues in more detail, then tackle dependents, earned income, 

unearned income, and the different 1040 forms.  

 

If you have any tax questions, email them to: TheLeesFax@aol.com, and I will an-
swer them in upcoming articles. 
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eNewsletter Special Segment “Truth Be Told” 

 

Living a “LIFE” Style of Choice 

 
 Truth Be Told: Day in and day out it is inevitable that we will be faced with selecting or mak-
ing a decision when two or more possibilities are before us. So how do we choose? What do we 
base our final decisions on? Do we live our lives based on making “LIFE” style choices or those that 
are detrimental? LIFE and DEATH choices bombard us at every turn. No matter what we are doing 
choices have to be made. But God, bestowing His great mercies, enables us to make fail proof 
“LIFE” decisions. 
 
God states in is Holy Word, Deuteronomy 30:15 (NIV), “See, I (GOD) set before you today life and 
prosperity, death and destruction”. The Living translation puts it this way: “Now listen! (In other words 
we should take heed) Today I am giving you a choice between life and death, between prosperity 
and disaster.  Our decision to make right “LIFE SYTLE” choices should be out of love for God and our 
obedience to Him.  
 
Sometimes, our choice will be based on faith the size of a mustard seed. Other times a lack thereof.  
Our style of choice can also be made because we trust God Almighty or again having a lack there-
of. Other times we make choices out of fear, doubt, convenience, jealously, anger or greed to name 
a few. However, God says in His Word to choose LIFE, and then leaves it to our discretion and there-
fore we must be willing to accept the consequences of our choices.  
 
So that we are not surprised of the outcome or consequence of our actions, God warns that if the 
path we choose is death and destruction, which is the against the will of God, we will certainly be 
destroyed (Dt. 20:18).  If we choose to make this deadly choice it doesn’t necessarily mean physical 
death.  It can come in the destruction of our spiritual growth, stewardship, joy, peace, health, financ-
es or some other calamity. 
 
A “LIFE” Style of choice however, comes with a promise. “I have set before you life and death, bless-
ings and curses. Now choose LIFE so that you and your children may live and that you love the Lord 
your God. Listen to His voice and hold fast to him, for the Lord is your “LIFE” (Style of Choice). He 
will give you many years… (Dt. 30:19-20).  
 
Be sure that in all your choosing that you choose living a “LIFE” style of choice by receiving Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and Savior. 
 
By Cecelia Lumpkin 
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Ongoing Events 

Upcoming Events  

 Relaxed in the Lord dress code is back through the summer.  We glorify God while 

wearing our casual attire. 

 Mighty Men of Emmanuel host a game day, Saturday, July 15th at 10am. 

 “Women’s Fellowship Quarter Purse Ministry event”.  

 Saturday, July 15th at 8am.  Meet at the church to carpool to the “Anne Douglas” 

 Center for Women. Call the church office for more details. 

 Women’s Fellowship will host this year’s annual women’s retreat.   

 Friday, July 28th—August 30th.  Call the church office for more details. 

 Please support R1:17 Youth Bake Sale fundraiser, every Sunday in July after church  

 service in the lobby.  Proceeds will be used to sponsor our first annual Back to 

 School end of Summer picnic. 

 Sewing class resumes on Saturday, July 22nd at 10am, in the church lobby area. 

 

Church Office: 310-515-1516 

Sunday Worship Service     10:30  a.m.  

Small Group Bible Study—ECC Sanctuary   Sunday  @ 9 a.m.  

        Wednesday @ 7 p.m.  

        Friday @ 7 p.m. 

Intercessory Prayer      Tuesdays @ 6-7:30 p.m.  

Prayer Line        Monday-Friday at 5 a.m.  

         Call: (605) 475-6777 Code:  7262001#  

 ECC Nursery       Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.  

Youth Ministry R1:17      2nd & 4th Sunday 11am-12:30pm 

        (see Ms. Bettie Davis for more information). 

Church Office: 310-515-1516 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 

Stevenson 
Family Est. 
March 2015 

Gilkey  
Family Est. 
March 2015 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 



 

12603-7 Crenshaw Boulevard 

Hawthorne, CA  90250 

 

Email: 

eccgodwithus@gmail.com 

 

Website: 

Emmanuelcommunitychurch.net 

Tel: 310.515.1516  Fax: 310.973.1980 

Christ-centered 

Bible-based 

Family-focused 

Statement of Purpose 
We are committed to teaching the inerrant Word of God to all the world, and communicating 

Jesus Christ as the only hope salvation to the lost.  We accept the challenge of discipling 

those who have come to Christ toward spiritual maturity.  We design corporate worship and 

fellowship for mutual edification of Christ’s church. 

Emmanuel Community Church  

ECC E-Newsletter 


